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Marcus and his mother, Maria, who was born in Vietnam. Credit: Rusty Crawshaw. 
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Because of your support, refugee 
voices are being heard where they 
matter most – in Parliament, in 
government and in conversations 
that shape Australia’s response to 
people seeking safety.

return to power. Abang reflected on arriving 
in Australia as an unaccompanied child 
refugee and how education, resilience and 
opportunity enabled her to build a new life 
and now inspire others. Both the stories of 
Abang and Roman were shared in Parliament 
by Senator Paul Scarr.

The second Parliamentary Friends of 
Refugees Group event was held in Canberra, 
bringing together federal parliamentarians 
and sector leaders to celebrate Australia’s 
long-standing commitment to welcoming 
refugees and to call for parliamentarians 
to protect and strengthen Australia’s 
Humanitarian Program. 

Held at the conclusion of Refugee 
Week, the event highlighted the positive 
impact of refugee resettlement through 
the sharing of lived experiences and 
successful community-led pathways. It also 
reinforced the importance of maintaining 
the humanitarian program intake, making 

How your support is strengthening
Australia’s humanitarian future

Standing together 
in Parliament

In March, RCOA proudly co-hosted 
the launch of the second Parliamentary 
Friends of Refugees Group at Parliament 
House in Canberra.

Bringing together MPs, Senators, refugee 
advocates and community leaders from across 
the political spectrum, the event celebrated 
Australia’s remarkable humanitarian history 
while looking ahead to the challenges still 
facing people forced to flee.

Among those sharing their stories were Refugee 
Ambassador Roman Abasy and former 
Refugee Ambassador Abang Anade Othow.

Roman, a former Afghan national Taekwondo 
athlete and human rights advocate, spoke 
about rebuilding his life in Australia after 
fleeing Afghanistan following the Taliban’s 

Every conversation with government 
helps reinforce Australia’s role as 
a compassionate global leader and 
strengthens our ability to respond  
to people seeking safety.
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RCOA Advocacy Coordinator Dr Graham Thom 
gives evidence at the Committee.

L-R: Refugee Ambassador Roman Abasy, Senator 
Paul Scarr and former Refugee Ambassador 
Abang Anade Othow. Credit: RCOA. 

successful pilot programs permanent, and 
expanding safe and sustainable pathways 
for people seeking protection. A special 
moment during the event was the recognition 
of Refugee Week’s milestone anniversary 
and the commemorative stamp, which 
was acknowledged by Sarah Witty MP 
in her remarks. 

Holding governments
accountable

Your support also empowers RCOA to speak 
out when Australia’s refugee policies fall 
short of the values we aspire to uphold.

Following the launch of the Parliamentary 
Friends of Refugees Group, RCOA appeared 
before the Senate Select Committee inquiry 
–  examining conditions in Australia’s offshore 
processing arrangements in Nauru.

Drawing on years of research, evidence 
and lived experience, RCOA Advocacy 
Coordinator Dr Graham Thom told the  
inquiry that offshore processing is not only 
harmful to the people trapped within it,  
but also financially unsustainable and  
morally indefensible. 

RCOA called on the Australian Government  
to end offshore processing and replace 
it with refugee protection that is fair, 
humane and sustainable. We also urged 
greater transparency around offshore 
contracts to ensure proper accountability  
for the significant public funds being spent.

Speaking up for dignity 
and fairness

Your support also enabled RCOA to continue 
advocating for people seeking asylum  
who are experiencing some of Australia’s 
greatest challenges.

Following the tragic death of international 
student Bikram Lama while experiencing 
homelessness in Sydney, RCOA called for 
urgent action to improve access to housing 
support for people seeking asylum and other 
temporary visa holders excluded  
from essential services.

Working alongside homelessness 
organisations, health providers and frontline 
agencies, RCOA continues to advocate for 
practical solutions for people seeking asylum 
in an effort to give them access to safe 
housing, support services and the stability 
they need while rebuilding their lives.

Your generosity helps ensure these voices 
are not overlooked.
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RCOA Co-CEO Adama Kamara (centre) at this 
year’s consultations in Geneva.

This year, RCOA represented Australia at the Consultations on 
Resettlement and Complementary Pathways (CRCP) in Geneva. 

As Australia’s sole NGO representative, 
RCOA brought together the perspectives 
of our members, refugee communities and 
sector partners to help shape international 
discussions at a time when global 
displacement is increasing and resettlement 
opportunities are under growing pressure.

Your support ensured that Australian 
expertise – and the voices of people with 
lived refugee experience – were represented 
where global policy is shaped. RCOA Co-CEO 
Adama Kamara advocated for strategies to 
build stronger public and political support for 
refugees and moderated a panel exploring 
research into successful refugee integration. 
A key theme emerging from the consultations 
was the need to ensure refugees are 
included as active participants in designing, 
developing and delivering the programs and 
policies that affect their lives.

The discussions also reinforced the 
importance of complementary pathways 
through education, employment and 
community sponsorship, which are creating 
new opportunities for refugees to rebuild 
their lives while contributing their skills and 
talents to the communities that welcome 
them. At the same time, RCOA continued 
to advocate for these pathways to grow in 

addition to Australia’s Humanitarian Program, 
ensuring people with the greatest protection 
needs are not left behind.

Australia is already putting these ideas into 
action. This year, the first students arrived 
through the Refugee Student Settlement 
Pathway (RSSP), opening life-changing 
opportunities through higher education. 
RCOA was proud to help select the next 
cohort, meeting inspiring young refugees 
from India, Malaysia and Thailand whose 
talent and determination demonstrated the 
enormous potential unlocked when safe 
pathways are created.

We also celebrated the Community Refugee 
Integration and Settlement Pilot (CRISP), 
becoming a permanent feature of Australia’s 
Humanitarian Program. By enabling everyday 
Australians to welcome refugee families into 
their communities, CRISP is strengthening 
settlement outcomes while fostering 
understanding, connection and belonging.

The CRCP in Geneva was a forum for UNHCR, 
refugee leaders, NGOs, academics and the 
private sector to come together to strengthen 
protection for people forced to flee.

Helping shape refugee protection 
around the world
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With the theme A Million Stories, this year’s 
Refugee Week marked the more than one 
million refugees who have made Australia 
home since 1947, while marking 40 years of 
Refugee Week in Australia.

Hundreds of events were held across the 
country, bringing people together through 
festivals, school activities, exhibitions and 
community gatherings that encouraged 
understanding and challenged stereotypes.

One of the highlights of the week was 
the release of a special Australia Post 
commemorative stamp, marking both 
Refugee Week and the 75th anniversary 
of the Refugee Convention. 

You can order your stamp by visiting the 
website below or at participating shops.
www.auspost.com.au/shop/product/a-million-stories-
one-shared-future-sheetlet-7213250

Refugee Week: A million stories.
One stronger community

L-R: RCOA Director of Fundraising and Communications Rnita Dacho, Faiza Shakori (Board Observer), Assistant 
Minister for Citizenship, Customs, and Multicultural Affairs Julian Hill, RCOA Advocacy Coordinator Dr Graham 
Thom, Her Excellency Governor General Sam Mostyn, and RCOA Co-CEO Paul Power. Credit: RCOA.

Members of the African Fusion Collective perform at 
Multicultural Australia’s Refugee Week event. Credit: RCOA.
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Participants enjoy a run and walk with 
Sanctuary Runners in Adelaide.

Building belonging, 
one step at a time

This year, RCOA proudly introduced 
Sanctuary Runners to Australia, creating 
a new way for refugees, people seeking 
asylum, migrants and local communities 
to connect through something simple but 
powerful: walking and running together. 
Founded in Ireland in 2018, the movement 
has grown internationally by proving that 
friendship can begin with a shared walk, a 
conversation and a warm welcome.

With your support, the first Australian 
Sanctuary Runners group was established in 
Sydney, bringing together people from many 
different backgrounds for regular community 
runs and walks. The movement has since 
expanded to events in Sydney and Adelaide, 
with plans to establish groups in other cities, 
creating more opportunities for people 
to build friendships and feel part of their 
new communities.

RCOA Co-CEO Paul Power says the 
initiative is particularly important at a 
time when Australia’s cultural diversity 
is increasingly being challenged. Beyond 
the physical benefits of getting outdoors 
together, Sanctuary Runners is helping 
people overcome isolation, build trust and 
discover that they belong.

For Aziz, a stateless Rohingya refugee who 
spent nine years living in the world’s largest 
refugee camp in Bangladesh before arriving 
in Australia, joining Sanctuary Runners 
transformed his first months in a new country.

Attending every Saturday 
has allowed me to build 
meaningful friendships, 
improve my physical 
health and experience 
genuine joy. The feelings 
of depression and isolation 
that once weighed heavily 
on me are finally lifting, 
and this supportive 
community has truly 
served as a form of  
therapy for me.

“

Aziz’s story is a powerful reminder that 
helping someone rebuild their life isn’t 
only about finding a home or a job. It’s also 
about creating opportunities for connection, 
friendship and belonging. Thanks to your 
support, Sanctuary Runners is helping ensure 
that people rebuilding their lives in Australia 
don’t have to do it alone.
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When Simon Shahin boarded a plane for the first time, he wasn’t 
setting off on an adventure – he was leaving behind everything he 
had ever known!

Forced to flee war in Syria, Simon arrived 
in Australia with his family in 2015 carrying, 
little more than hope for a safer future.

Today, Simon is helping protect the country 
that welcomed him.

As an Officer in the Royal Australian Air 
Force, electrical engineer, classical pianist, 
distance runner and community educator, 
Simon’s story is a powerful reminder of what 
becomes possible when people seeking 
safety are given the opportunity to thrive.

Born Assyrian in Damascus, Simon was 
studying environmental science, just when 
the war had interrupted his plans and 
forced him to flee for safety. After arriving 
in Australia, Simon completed a Bachelor of 
Electrical Engineering and Renewable Energy 
before beginning his career with TransGrid, 
helping build Australia’s energy future.

Music became part of his healing journey. 
Audiences across Australia came to know 
Simon through his appearance on ABC’s The 
Piano, where he shared how music helped 
him find hope after displacement and loss.

He also trained himself and started distance 
running, eventually participating in the 
Sydney Marathon. Simon has further pursued 
several sports, such as skiing and skydiving – 
notably aiming to one day parachute proudly 
with the national flag.

Yet one of Simon’s greatest passions is 
helping others see refugees differently.

Since joining RCOA’s Refugee Stories for 
Change program, he has visited schools 
across Australia, sharing his experiences with 

thousands of students and encouraging open 
conversations about belonging, compassion 
and the realities of forced displacement.

By speaking honestly about both the 
challenges and opportunities of rebuilding  
a life, Simon works to replace fear 
with understanding and stereotypes 
with connection.

Changing hearts, 
one story at a time

Every Refugee Stories for Change 
presentation begins with a simple idea: 
people connect through stories. When 
students hear directly from someone 
like Simon, refugees stop being headlines 
or statistics and become neighbours, 
classmates, colleagues and friends.
These conversations encourage empathy, 
challenge misconceptions and inspire young 
Australians to think differently about people 
forced to flee conflict and persecution.

For Simon, sharing his story is not about 
looking back. It is about helping create a 
future where every person seeking safety 
is welcomed with dignity and given the 
chance to contribute.

My story is about just one 
very lucky survival – yet 
there are still millions more 
stories waiting to be heard.

“

From refugee to 
Royal Australian 
Air Force engineer

Flying Officer Simon Shahin- Royal 
Australian Air Force at the graduation 
ceremony. Credit: RAAF.
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For generations, Australia has offered  hope to people forced to flee war,  
conflict and persecution.

More than one million refugees have rebuilt 
their lives here since the end of the Second 
World War, enriching our communities with 
their skills, ideas, cultures and experiences. 
Their stories have become part of Australia’s 
story, helping shape the diverse and 
compassionate nation we are today.

Yet around the world, the need for protection 
continues to grow.

More people are being displaced than at any 
other time in recorded history, while many 
countries are reducing refugee resettlement 
places and cutting humanitarian assistance. 
For millions of families, opportunities to find 
safety are becoming increasingly limited.

Against this backdrop, Australia’s 
Humanitarian Program has never been  
more important.

The Australian Government confirmed the 
Refugee and Humanitarian Program will 
remain at 20,000 places for 2026–27. Sadly, 
there are clear indications that the allocation 
of those places will dramatically shift this 
year, with far fewer refugee resettlement 
places available. This change is happening 
without consultation and will impact 
communities in Australia and overseas. 

As global displacement grows and the 
numbers of safe resettlement places shrinks, 
Australia must step up. RCOA will ramp 
up our work to defend the Humanitarian 
Program and Australia’s legacy, and to 
ensure that people in need of sanctuary 
can find it here.   

Australia’s promise of welcome has changed 
countless lives over the past 80 years. 
Together, we can ensure it remains a defining 
part of who we are for generations to come. 

Thank you for being part of this journey. 

Protecting Australia’s promise of welcome

in

L-R: Hani and Ravi share a laugh at our Refugee Week 
photoshoot. Credit: Rusty Crawshaw.

Support RCOA with your regular gift
You can ensure more people seeking 
safety are welcomed with compassion, 
supported to rebuild their lives, and 
represented by a powerful voice for 
change by becoming a regular giver.  
Your ongoing support helps RCOA 
advocate for fairer policies, strengthen 
refugee communities and create pathways 
to safety, belonging and opportunity. 
Together, we can build a future where 
every person forced to flee has the 
chance to live with dignity and hope.

Visit 
www.action.refugeecouncil.org.au/monthly_donation
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