
Hon Andrew Giles MP
Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs

Ref No: MC22-027562

Mr Paul Power 
Chief Executive Officer 
Refugee Council of Australia 
Suite 4A6, 410 Elizabeth Street, 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010

I refer To your correspondence of 23 May 2022 to the Prime Minister,
the Hon Anthony Albanese MP, concerning Australia’s Humanitarian Program.
Your correspondence has been referred to me as the matter falls within my portfolio 
responsibilities.

As indicated by the Prime Minister, Australia will be strong on borders without being 
weak on humanity. This Government is committed to generous and flexible 
Humanitarian and Settlement Programs that meet Australia’s international protection 
obligations and positions Australia as a global leader in international resettlement 
efforts.

Further, an additional 16,500 places for Afghan nationals will be delivered over the 
next four years in addition to the annual Humanitarian Program intake, including 
4,125 places this year which are in addition to the 13,750 annual places.

The world is experiencing its greatest humanitarian need since World War II.
The Government is committed to a Humanitarian Program that can respond to 
international humanitarian crises as they arise, and to provide appropriate support 
for the travel and resettlement of refugees and others requiring Australia’s protection. 
The Government is committed to consulting on the design and delivery of future 
Humanitarian Program numbers and settings. I am confident the Refugee Council 
of Australia expertise will be essential as part of this process.
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The Government is currently considering options to give effect to election 
commitments regarding Temporary Protection visas (TPVs) and Safe Haven 
Enterprise visas (SHEV), including providing permanent residence visas to TPV and 
SHEV holders. Until any changes are made, visa holders must continue to engage 
with the Department of Home Affairs to ensure TPV and SHEV holders continue to 
have access to work rights and benefits such as Medicare and Centrelink payments.

Non-citizens who are found to not engage Australia’s protection obligations and 
have exhausted all avenues to remain in Australia are expected to depart. Unlawful 
non-citizens who are unwilling to depart voluntarily may be subject to immigration 
detention and removal from Australia.

Australia does not return individuals to situations where they face persecution or 
a real risk of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, arbitrary 
deprivation of life or the application of the death penalty.

Thank you for raising these concerns and we look forward to continuing to work with 
you as we strengthen Australia’s Humanitarian Program.

Yours sincerely

ANDREW GILES 
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