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HAZARA COMMUNITY FEARS MASSACRE AS TALIBAN ATTACK  
VILLAGES IN AFGHANISTAN 

 

 

16 November 2018 – AUSTRALIA  

On 7 November 2018, Taliban terrorists in Ghazni province launched a multipronged attack against              
predominantly Hazara villages in Jaghori district, Afghanistan. This attack against the previously            
‘safe’ district came a week after a similar attack against Hazara villages in Khas Urozgan, and days                 
before a major Taliban attack on the neighbouring Hazara district of Malestan. In the absence of                
adequate government reinforcements and international coalition support, the local defence forces           
are outgunned and outmatched. 
 

The exact number of the victims is not known but it is estimated that hundreds have been killed                  
and wounded, a large number of them civilians. An unknown number of civilians, elderly and               
children among them, are being held hostage by the Taliban. Thousands of women and children               
have fled into the mountains and remain stranded without adequate food, shelter and warm              
clothing. 
 

Horrified by an utter lack of government and international attention to this unfolding catastrophe,              
Hazara students have come out on the streets of the Afghan capital Kabul to express their fear and                  
frustration at the atrocities and the ensuing apathy of the Afghan government. 
 

Hazaras vow to continue their cries for justice until and unless the following demands are met: 
- Urgent government action in the form of military reinforcements and airstrikes against Taliban             

aggressors in Jaghori, Malistan and Urozgan; 
- Urgent clean-up operations in the areas bordering Jaghori, Malestan and Khas Urozgan; 
- Urgent humanitarian aid for the victims and the thousands who have been displaced amid the               

approaching harsh winter; 
- Provision of security for the roads connecting these areas to the outside world, especially in               

the form of re-establishment of security check-posts along the roads through Qarabagh and             
Nahur districts of Ghazni;  

- The creation of a specific military corps for the security and protection of the Hazarajat; and 
- The implementation of the security and aid commitments made by the government of             

Afghanistan. 
 

The attacks have taken place on the eve of the Moscow Conference on Afghanistan, as the Ashraf                 
Ghani led Afghan government backed by the US and NATO, seek to further appease Taliban               
terrorists to reach a peace deal. The Taliban response to these overtures has been clear: mass                
terror and bloodbath. Hazaras in Afghanistan and in Australia fear a massacre of their kinsfolk               
unless urgent action is taken by both the Afghan state and the international coalition. 
 

We, as concerned members of the Australian community, urge the Australian government to             
pressure the international coalition and the Afghan government into taking immediate action for             
the security and safety of the already downtrodden Hazara community in Afghanistan.  
 
We express our solidarity and empathy with the protestors and the victims of the latest Taliban                
attacks, and share their grave fear that unless urgent action is taken, the Taliban will massacre the                 
Hazaras in these districts.  
 



Unless the world pays attention and acts urgently, we fear a repeat of the fate of the Yazidis at the                    
hands of ISIS. Our appeal is in line with international norms, the responsibility of the international                
community to protect the vulnerable Hazaras, and the commitments made by the international             
community including Australia for the protection of vulnerable minorities.  
 

- ENDS - 
For further comments and details contact:  
Hadi Zaher (Melbourne) - 0467 978 659  
Shukufa Tahiri (Sydney) - 0411 968 403  
Homa Forotan (Brisbane) - 0413 203 801  
Besmellah Rezaee (Adelaide) - 08 81202328  
 
Email: hazara.community.aus@gmail.com 
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