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Journeys, courage, achievement and culture were celebrated as more than 200 people 
gathered for the NSW launch of Refugee Week at the National Maritime Museum at 
Darling Harbour, Sydney on October 22. 
 
The keynote speaker was the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Councillor Clover Moore, who 
reminded the gathering of the custodial role of Indigenous Australians, the migration 
history of all other Australians and the role the nation had played in providing 
protection to refugees over the past 180 years.  Councillor Moore lamented “ the drive 
to encourage Australians to become fearful and small-minded, rather than generous 
and big-hearted, to peer timidly inward, rather than to reach boldly outward” .  
However, she noted signs that Australians were now “ tiring of the manipulation, the 
mean-spiritedness and the downright dishonesty that has characterised so much of the 
recent national debate” . 
 
Actress, Claudia Karvan read the stories of two refugees’  journeys.  Fatmata Bangura, 
born in Sierra Leone and now living in Sydney, spoke at the launch about her and her 
family’s journey as refugees and her new life in Australia.  Their stories touched on 
the very heart and soul of some of the experiences refugees are faced with.  The 
launch featured cultural performances by members of the Powerhouse Youth Theatre 
and the Sudanese singing and drumming group, Bhar El-Ghazal Youth Union.  
Beautifully displayed at the launch were photos of refugees from Harmony Day 2005.  
Those who attended the launch enjoyed delicious culinary delights from the Middle 
East. 
 
The Refugee Council was thrilled with the success of the launch and wishes to thank 
those who attended and the event’s sponsors – National Maritime Museum, ACL, 
City of Sydney, Leichhardt Council and Mallesons Stephen Jaques.  The Council used 
this day to promote the social justice issues affecting refugees and as a medium to 



raise public consciousness of the lives, journeys and positive contributions of 
refugees. 
 
 
“ If we can once again stand firmly for those real values of freedom, tolerance and a 
fair go within our democratic framework, we might see the so-called ‘ refugee 
problem’  for what is has truly been: a chance for us to mature as a people, to exercise 
the best of our national characteristics, to learn and to benefit from what refugees 
bring. 
 
“ For the irony has been that those who lost so much in fleeing their homes have 
enriched our society immeasurably. We have gained diversity, complexity and depth. 
We have been exposed to new ideas and new ways of thinking about the world.  We 
have gained individuals who have become high achievers in business, the arts, 
education, science and sport. 
 
“ Above all, we have gained new generations of citizens with a passionate commitment 
to Australia’s freedom, and to its future – citizens who will never take this country, 
and all that it offers, for granted.”  

         -Councillor Clover Moore, Lord Mayor of Sydney 
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